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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 



Tom Sturza 




Yes, being the President o-f M.A.C.E. 
has had it's UPS and DOWNS; but the User 
Group has survived and even improved in 
many areas. 

I wish to express my appreciation to 
my -fellow o-f-ficers; without their hard 



work and dedication, 
ceased to ex i st ! So 
to: Barb Franczyk, 
Kennedy, Don Ne-f-f, 



M.A.C.E. would have 
a big THANK YOU goes 
Burt Gregory, Jim 
Chuck Norris, Mike 



01 in, Chris Samuels, Charles Sibthorpe 
and Paul Wheeler ! ! ! 

The SYSOPS that run our BBSystems 
were also greatly appreciated by both 
members and non-members alike. Another 
big THANK YOU goes to Doug Hise imCE 
East), Sharie Middlebrook <MACE West) and 
Chuck Norris (the former MACE Superboard 
ST) ! ! ! 

And now -for a few additional THANK 
YOUs to those spec i al members who donated 
their time to M.A.C.E. throughout the 
past 12 months ... the 'TARICON II SIG, 
the leaders oi the ST SIG, Kip Kiefer 
(assistant 8-bit Disk Librarian), and the 
people who: wrote articles -for the 
Journal; retyped the best articles -from 
other User Group newsletters; contributed 
to either the 8-bit or 16-bit Public 
Domain Disk Libraries; gave demos at 
M.A.C.E. meetings; uploaded -files to our 
BBSystems; and helped set up and take 
down the tables and chairs at M.A.C.E. 
meet i ngs. 

A special THANK YOU goes to our 
advertisers and to those who donated door 
prizes at Christmas and the Birthday 
Party! I also wish to recognize our 
sustaining advertisers. Sector One 
Computers and Renter tai nment (now a part 
o-f the Basic Bits 'N' Bytes chain), for 
their continuous support o-f M.A.C.E. 

I-f I've le-ft anyone out, I 
apologize. So many people have 
contributed that I just can't identi-fy 



everyone by name. But there are two 
people I've purposely le-ft -for last - my 
wi-fe, Kathy and my son, Steven. They 
have both put up with a lot since I 
became President. They have also helped 
with everything from hauling the Zenith 
beam, to seeing that the M.A.C.E. Journal 
got to the Post Office each month. I 
wish to Tf*WK them both for their 
patience and understanding! 

Also, I wish the best of luck to the 
newly elected officers! May the 
membership be very supportive of your 
efforts! ! 



not 



... 



And finally, to Kathy, "I am 
running for any office this time 
divorce sounds too painful!!!!!!' 



TD ALL M.fl.C.E. 



MEMBERS 



THANKS 

FDR VDUR SUPPORT! 



TDM STURZII 
PRESIDENT 19DE-87 
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ADVERTISING 

Write to: PO Box 2785 Southfield Mi. 
48037 Attn: Vice President 

MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPnC^ 

CJQe year membership $20.00. Third class 
postage paid at Livonia, Mi. 48150. 

Correspondence must be addressed to: PO 
Box 2785, Southfield, Mi. 48037. If you 
liave a subscription prqbleift, please 
write to the above address. 

DISK SUBMISSIONS 

Bring the disk to the nionthly General 
Meeting or send to it to: MACE PO Box 
2785, Southfield, Mi. 48037 Attn: Disk 
Librarian. 

JOURNAL SUEMISSIOTS 

Upload to any MACE BBS or send to the 
MACE Post Office Box Address. Journal 
Submissions #)ould include text and 
program listings on disk and hardcopy. 
Subndssions will be returned if stamped 
sel f -addressed mailer is supplied and 
will be handled with reasonable care. 
However, publisher assumes no 
meapaisibility for retiam or safety of 
artwork/ photographs, or manuscripts. 

PERMISSIONS 

Material in this publication may be 
reproduced without written permission 
Credit must be given to M.A.C.E. and the 
author along with the date of the Joumed 



M^A.C.E. is an ind^)endent ATARI User's 
QsrxxB^, and is Igjp affiliated with ATARI 
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SOFTWARE REVIEWS /UPDATES 



NEW SOFTWARE?????? 

CoranKxiore vs Atari C5n the 
Battlefield of Software. 

AMISXMIO.BBS REVISITED 

Mike Olin updates the MACE AMIS 
BBS Operation System. 
NEWSLETTER SIG AND OTHER SIUEF 

A review of other Atari 
Newsletters across the Glebe. 

inm.MUSING ABOUT MICHIGAN MIDI MUSIC 

The first of two articles in 
this month's Journal on the MIDI. 
mm.MUSING ABOUT MICHIGAN MIDI MLBIC 
second of two articles in 



this niOTth's Journal cm the MIDI. 

NEWS, VIEWS & REVIEWS 

Paul Wheeler shares his views 
on 8-bit & 16-bit software. 



PRODUCT ANNOUNCEMENT.^ 

5 NEW ST FRODLJCrS 

New products for the 16-bit 
Atari coirputers. 

6 NEW 8-BIT PRODUCTS 

N^ products 
At2u:i ocarputers. 
22 FLmiG THE ST 

Alan's coratnents on PC-Ditto and 
Wd» 123 for the ST. 



for tl» 8-bit 



BUSINESS 



MACE NEWS ITEMS 

NeMs about our 8-Bit and 16-Bit 
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aiy and sell your Software and 
Hardware through a MACE Ad. 

A LEHER wata poiand 

A raoKtly reoeivBd lertter f ztm 
a fellcw Atari Enthusiast. Let's 
try to help our fellow Atarian. 
Don't give or throw aMsy that old 
piece of hardwire, help epcwd Vtm 
%nrld of Atari in Boland. 

ACCESS CHARGES & YOU 

The new FOC proposal that oould 
affect how we OGHUiioste. 
GENBHyL MEETING NDOnB ^ 

Minutes of the Goieral Meeting 
of 18 August 67. 



• " m-A.c.e:. imeiaIS items 

By Tom Sturza 



SI DISKETTES 

Diskettes from the Id-bit <ST> Public 
Domain Library will now be sold -for *5 
each (old price was %6> , Also, watch 
<future M.A.C.E. Journals for "ST 
diskettes by mail", coming to our User 
Group in the very near -future. 

M,A,C.E. EAST 

The M.A.C.li EAST BBSystem has been taken 
down due to hardware problems. At this 
time we do not know when the equipment 
will be repaired or when the WS will 
return to service. We apologize to our 
East side of town users for any 
inconvenience this may be causing. 

M.A.C.E. WEST 

On October 1, 1987, the M.A.C.E. WEST 
8-bit BBSystem will be replaced by a ST 
BBSystem. Ttee new H.A.C.E. we ST BBS will 
serve both 8-bit and 16-bit callers, as 
well as, 300 and 1200 BAUD. The new 
BBSystem will be using Hichtron^s BBS 
software. 

ATARI MAGIC SHOW 

August 28*30, 1987, Southfield Hilton: 
Congrettiflations to tftA«6.I .C.^ 6.A.G. and 
G.L.A.S.S. for a well organized and run 
ATARI Show! ! ! ! ! 

M.A.C.E. was pleased to have a User Group 
table at the Show. We gave out Fact 
Sh## t s and Hembe rsh i p App 1 i cat i ons , and 
sold back issues of the M.A.C.E. Journal. 
Ue did not sell diskettes because our 
Cmst i tut toil t imtts sales to members 
only. We did sell 23 Memberships at the 
Show and are beginning to see mail order 
Heirtiersti ips at our P.O. Sox . 

ATARI Corp. was there with the new laser 
printers, MEGA ST^s and the IBM 
compatible PC. Sandi Austin and Neil 
Harris, of ATARI^ were at the Show and 



participated in some of the seminars. 
They were also under the ATARI tent 
throughout the Show. 

Ue got to talk with almost all of the 
people who attended the show <our table 
was in the hall leading to/from the Hotel 
Ballroom). Everyone seemed to be very 
pleased with the Show and glad that they 
had come! We heard many positive 
comments from the vendors, other User 
Groups, Neil & Sandi, and the thre#^ User 
Groups that sponsored the Show!!! 

Again, congratulations to everyone who 
participated in the ATARI Magic Show ... 
it was great to be there! 

8-BIT CATALOG DISKETTE 

The catalog for tlie 8-bit Public Itomain 
Disk Library is now available on one 
diskette (printed copies wi 1 1 no longer 
be used). M.A.C.E. members can purchase 
this diskette at meetings for ^2. Mail 
order requests will cost ^3. The Disk 
Librarian will exchange old copies of the 
catalog for new updated ones. We will 
print an announcement in the Journal 
whenever the 8-bit catalog gets ypitoted# 
If you wish to exchange your catalog 
diskette by mail, it will cost you ^1 for 
postage and handling. 

IF you haven't reNEWed your MACE 
membership yet, STOP POKE i no around. 
PEEK into your wallet or checkbook for 
♦20.00, and PRINT on the handy feniptl 
FORm on the back PAGE. RESTORE our faith 
in you by mailing your dues to the P.O. 
Box address, or by paying at the NEXT 
General Meeting. Please NOTE the date in 
the upper right hand corner of the 
ma i 1 i ng 1 abe 1 ; it is your member sh i p 
expiration date. SAME time and possible 
ERROR by reNEWina now. IF you have 
al READY taken care of this PQIMT . THEN 
thanks a lot! BYE 



MEW SX PRODUCTS 



By Jim Kennedy 



'BBS Express! ST" (Bulletin Board System) 

ICD, Inc. 

1220 Rock Street 

Rock-ford, IL ^1101-1437 

<815) 968-2228 

Requires; 520ST/1040ST 

Recommended: Hard-driMe 

%79 .95 

■BM Express! ST" was written by Keit*» 

Ledbetter, author o-f the BBS Express! and 
Express! Terminal programs that hav;e 
becoM so popular* BBS Express! ST has: 
threaded message bases, up to 32 
track able surveys, Xmodem or Ymodem 
protocols, 40/80 column support, 
color/mono, operation, on-line programs 
and more! For more info., write to the 
above tddress. 



"ProTablet ST" 4^nMH)ics tablet) 
Quantum Mi crosystems, Inc. (QMI)-^^ 
P.O. Box 179 
Liverpool, NY 13088 
(315) 451-7747 
♦395.00 (17.5" x ii "J 

■ProTablet ST" was one o-f the many 
products shown by QMI at the ATARI MAGIC 
Show Oft Ite^ust 29*31. The tablet will 
replace the mouse -for nearly all programs 
tc applications. Uith control up to 250 
lines/inch, you can use it -for: CAD <ie. 
Dr a-f i X , EasyDr aw , CAD 3D) , DEGAS , 
Publishing Partner and more! 
User-selectable drawing area up to 12" x 
8". Tablet, pen, cable tt driver 
included. A 



"ChartPak ST*^ (business graphics) 
ABACUS 

2201 Kalamazoo S.E. 

P.O. Box 7219 

Grand Rapids, HI 49510 

(616) 241-5510 

♦49.95 



'ChartPak ST" is charting and graphing 
program that has pro-fessipnaf *^ resul ts. 
It was designed to take -full advantage o-f 
the ST GEM and is DEGAS compatible . You 
can edit, save and recall, then speci-fy 
scaling, labeling and positioning. Other 
-features include: statistical ro^ti^es 
•for avg., standard dev., least s<|utl%s 
and -forecasting. You may also import 
clip art -from PaintPro files. 



"SmartUatch" (internal clock) 

TransTech 

P.O. Box 880 668 

10509 S.D. Mission Rd., Ste. T 

San Diego, CA 92108 

<619) 283-9328 

♦25 < SmartUatch) 

♦15 for EZ-KIT <1040ST only) 

"SmartUatch" is an internal clock sold as 
a component, not as a kit, with bundled 
so-ftware. You must install it and at 
ywr am risk. But -for those with 
electronics knowledge, you may have this 
Dallas Semiconductor DS1216E, that -fits 
under any ROM chip in your 520/1 040ST. 
The software is Freeware and maybe 
obtained from: a club, BBS, GEnie or 
CompuServe^ The EZ-KIT for the 1040ST 
saves having to cut a metal bracket. 



•Th# mtt* tifiiat dMve organizer) 

Ronsat Technologies, Inc. 

368 Lexington Drive 

Bu?fa1o Grove, IL 60089 

<312) 520-8003 

(312> 520-7812 (24 hr. BBS) 

♦29.95 (part iP-ST-OOOl) 

"The STiVt" is a durable flMe retardant 
plastic that houses two ctisK drives under 
a monitor, and above the ST. 



s 



IMEW 8 — BIX PRODUCTS 

By Jim Kennedx 



This column, like the ST Neti Products 

one, reports on what has been mailed to 
H.A.C.E. Mia our P.O. Box. Ue take no 
responsibility -for the products in tfe#m# 
columns, since we only report and don't 
'try out" each lieoi. li you do igrite to 
these companies, please tell them where 
you saw it. Also, don't forget our 
advertisers in the H.A.C.E* Journal* H 
they have the item^ do your bustft#ss liith 
them. That way i-f you need assistance 
after the sale, you can talk to a person 
-face to face! 

Well the sumer has been a 'bit' slow -for 
the 8-bit, so I only have a couple i 
this time. 



"Dropzone" <game) 

'Solar Star' (game) 

microda-f t 

19 Harbor Dr i ve 

Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 

<201) 663-0202' 

♦24.95 each 

Release &ate: Oct. 1, 1987 

Games shown at the ATARI MAGIC show! 

"Dropzone" and "Solar Star' are NBt &4»tt 

games that promise out o-f this world 
graphics, sound, etc.! In Dropzone, you 
have to rescue ycHir men from a planet's 

sur-face, but not be-fore the aliens try to 
blow you away! Uho^s be tier you are 
them??? 

"Solar Star' is a breeze! All you have 
to do, is to recover as mafty crystals as 
possible -from these grids. Oh! Almost 
forgot, the computer that used to protect 
them, Msm guards them! But inw can do 
it, right!? Well you better, because 
I^ve got to take the trash out. So I 
guess that leaves you! It^ll be a cinch, 
I'll check on you later. 



"Super Turbo" <copy utility) 

Irata Mer 1 ag 

1272 Potter Dr. 

Colo Springs, CO 80909 

<303) 596-0135 

♦250. 00 

'Super Turbo" is more than just another 
copy program. Claiming to work with all 
XiyXE computers, it will copy protected 
so-ftware (as a BACK-UP) ^rom; 8-bit, ST 
and IBH! For whichever computer you want 
to copy -from, you will need two o-f the 
same disk drives. So, two 8-bit (to copy 
8-bit), two ST <to copy ST) and so on. 

You can also use an ST drive with your 
8-bit. Imagine 720K with the ST DD/DD 
drive! You can transfer IBH programs 
■from 5.25 to 3.5 -format. Use it like an 

inter-face -for your printer. Loading 
programs in 7 second^ and copying a disk 

in 27 seconds!' 





M . #^ . C . E . 
RUBL.IC OOM^I 
8-BlT DISK LIBRARY 

MAIL ORDER INFO: 



III 




First Diskette ... 00 each 

Add'l Diskettes ... $5.00 each 
Library Cata)4^t on diskette: 
«2^in (by mail) 

or 

(at General Meetings) 

Proprietary Disks are sold 
at H.A.C.E. meetings ONLY ! 



Send orders with your 
MdA.C>E. membership number 
and your check to: 
H.A.C.E. Disk Library 

P.O. Box 2785 
Southfield, Ml 48037 
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MEUI S O FXUJf^^i R E 



Author UnkncxMn 
Article uploaded to M.A.C.E. WEST 



Host o+ xftei already Hnm that there 

is a lot more new, QUALITf so-ftware 
available for the Coinroodore computer 
Tine, then there is -for our 8-bit ATARI 
computers. This article is being written 
to encourage our members (and the members 
o-f other User Groups) to itrite to the 
various so-ftware manufacturers and let 
them know what we think! 

It is sad that many of the software 
companies that used to market ATARI 8-bit 
software, have stopped doing so. It is 
very important that we let these 
companies know that we are still 
interested in buying software for our 
8-bit ATARIs! However, since there is 
nothing new, we are tired of patiently 
waiting for these companfes to bring out 
new products. It is time for action! 



There are many software 
that have stopped supporting 
8-bit line. But let^s look at 
company - Eltctronic Arts, 
released many new titles 
Commodore. Thty have also 
(absorbed) several other 
manufacturers. A good example 



companies 
the ATARI 
Just one 
They have 
for the 
acquired 
software 
is Data 

A very popular arcade game, 
'CdHfiftncio' , i s publ i shed by them. Y#ty 

■Commando" is not available for ATARI 
8-bi t C4»iputers. . ^ . 

Of course there are many other 
companies selling software. THE ONLY UAY 
TO REftGH THEM IS FOR EACH MEMBER TO WRITE 
TO EACH OF THEM! Aww! Gee Wizz? Do I 
have to do that? 



YES! ... if you want new titles for 
tb# ATARI 8-bit cMiputer line. TJiese 
manufacturers must see the that there is 
a true demand for their product. If 
there is no demand, there is no money to 
be maito mil that's thatf 



Col lectively, ^ do ^ave the power 

to cause this to happen. But, it must be 
a campaign that is REAL! Tj^e a few 
lainutes to write to your favorite 
software company. Let them know how you 
feel ! Do it today! 

But remember one additional thing - 
Just writing is NOT enoughi If ATARI 
8Hi4t oMers #on't follow up on their 
letters by actual ly buy i no these 
products, the software manufacturers will 
knmn that they've been trictr#d again! 
They'll know that just a few people 
purchased their software and then the 
rest somehow got their hands on 'pirated' 
cop i es. 

The alternative is no new great 

software releases for our computers. Or 
even worse, no new software releases at 
all! 



Here is the 
CQii^any: 



address of just one 



ELECTRONIC ARTS 
1820 GATEUAY DRIVE 
SAN miEO, CA 94404 

If all User Groups promote this 
activity, we UILL see results! 

So DO IT !! NOU! 

Ue wi 1 1 al 1 benef i t . 



System tX-]fl lanada 

(519)972-9000 

Electronic Datcabase and BE 
Atari ST, 8 Bit, and IBM files 
24 hours 300-9600 Baud HST 

dn incredible exjierience ! 



7 
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978-2208 „ 

3685 15 Mile ^ 
Hatherly Commons Plaza 

(Corner of Ry«it at 15 Mile) 

TRADE nrs 

SERVICE DEPT. 
SERVICE CONTRACTS 
USEDHARDW&RE 



5ECTDH DHE COmPUTERS 




J mil? 




Mon., Fri., Sat. 10^ p.m. / Tues. thru Thurs. 10-6 p.m. 



MONITORS 
PRINTERS 

HAPPY BACKUP 
LIGHT PEN 

TOUCH TABLET 
DISK PUNCH 
820 PAPER 
822 PAPER 
1050 US DOUBLER 
RIBBONS 

COLOR ROBBONS 
PAPER 

COLOR PAPER 
PRINT SHOP 

UPGRADES 
ON ALL ATARI 
COMPUTERS 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 

Power Without ttte Pr/c©"* 

CALL US BEFORE YOU BUY 
WE HAVE HARD TO FIHO ITEMS 

DON'T SEE IT 
CALL US 



800XL 64K 
65HE64K 
130KE 12811 
850 INTERFACE 
1010 RECORDER 
1020 PRINTER 
1025 PRINTER 
1027 PRINTER 
1030 MODEM 
XM301 MODEM 
1050 DISK DRIVE 

I/O CABLES 
I/O CONNECTORS 
MODEM CABLES 

POWEigiiTHOUT 

theImce 





1020 PEK PACKS 
1020 PAPER 
1025 RIBBONS 
1027 INK ROLLERS 
820 RIBBONS 
825 RIBBONS 
GEMINI RIBBONS 
SP-80 RIBBONS 
EPSON RIBBONS 
C ITOH RIBBONS 
JOYSTICKS 
PADDLES 
SOFTWARE 

BOOKS 



39 CENTS 



n n I i . i . i . i . i J. i . i .i. i .H 




EACH 



$1.29 



jM .ft. i . i . i . i . i . i . i . i . iT;:;:; 



i-|'iti'iVi'iVtY»Yi 



EACH 





$2.88 1 
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S3J95 



^520S? WORLDWIDE 



ST CABLES 
STSOITWARE 
ST BOOKS 



ST SUPPORT 
ST DISKETTES 



AMI SXMl O . BBS REV I SIXEQ 



By Hichael 01 in 
H.A.C.E. Recording Secretary 



r^CE Disk #C23 

Nearly 2 years haue gone by since I 

heard that two brave members o-f MACE had 
set about re-writing an improved version 
oi MACE^s 300 bps bulletin board prc^ram. 
Sharie Middlebrook and Mike Mitchell, 
then o-f-ficers o-f the club, had taken it 
upon thM»«(rlu#^s tti Improvt the code 
(remove the "spaghetti", as it were) and 
make the program run properly. In the 
iiK>nths that ioMamd, many bugs were 
•found and -fixed, some new -features were 
added, and the -final version (4.52pd) was 
released in Hay, 1986. The software 
package drew such interest that, with 
MACE^s blessing, the program was released 
into the Public Domain and actually 
marketed in the Antic So-ftware Catalog. 
Eventually the program ended up out on 
CiXApuServe irtiere the authors supported it 
in the ATARI8 Forum. ' 

So, tb«"story might have ended here, 
and everyone should be happy, don't you 
think? UeM, it seems that life is not 
all peaches and cream, bowls of cherries, 
etc. Due to some deadlines that were 
imposed upon our heroes (which are beyond 
th« scope of this text,) the program was 
released before sufficient beta testing 
was performed. Sure as Murphy, a nasty 
but elusiMe f laM showed up in the message 
system code that could cause random 
crashing, totally irrecoverable. 
Needless ta say, this' was mt very 
popular amongst the new crop of SYSOPs 
that had sprung up overnight. 

In May 1987, one of the previous 
authors <Mike Mitchell) along with 
anothtr daring adventurer (myself) set 
about fixing the program up a little 
more ^ and then going one step farther: 
we iiitre determined to create 
documentation (!) for the program as well 
as cure the bugs. And this is exactly 
iMiat »9e have dEme. The newest vtrsion of 
MACE'S AMISXMIO BBS/stem (v5.0pd) was 



released in late July, 1987, and is now 

available in the MACE 8-bit disk library. 
All the essential files are contained on 
one disk, along with 11 pages of 'getting 
started" and "how to" information. (At 
long last, DOCUMENTATION FOR ^IS!) 

We remain convinced that the AMIS 
BBSystem is one of the most flexible 
commu iiicatrtms systems available f<^ the 
8-bit ATARI. Since it is written in 
ATARI BASIC, it is easily altered to meet 
any SYSOP's needs. You are limited only 
by your own programming ability. There 
is something in the program for everyone, 
even if you have no plans to set up and 
operate a BBS. (Did you ever wonder how 
to make your modem "auto-answer?" How 
about random access to disk fiT#s in both 
READ and WRITE modes? It's all here!) 
Since a BBS uses just about every device 
that can possibly connect to an ATARI 
computer (with the exception of the data 
recorder...) we feel that this one system 
has more potential as a learning tool 
than most any other source. 

Ue would like to thank some 
people/organizations for their help, 
written or otherwise: Jim Steinbrecher 
for his work on th« modiH handler; Tom 
Giese for his work in producing the 
original AMIS back in 1982; Canton 
Computer (a.k.a. Basic Bits 'N^ Bytes of 
Canton) for loaning us some necessary 
hardware and for the quick repair of a 
sick disk drive; Phil Miller and Chris 
Samuels for running beta boards with next 
to no documentation; our wives for 
putting up with us, which was no Mall 
feat, (we suspect they may well have 
conspired to co-author 'A Uife^s Letter' 
in the August '87 issue of the Jmirnal!); 
and all the persons (too numerous to 
name) who have helped us learn how to use 
our ATARI s in th# past without whom this 
project would have failed. 

(oontdnued on page 13) 



AMD OTHER STUJEE 



by Gordon Totty 



Other stuff first. 

Some of you, those mho nsad and 
remember anything that I write (hold that 
thought, I'll get back to it below), are 
wondering why this article is not about a 
book called Computer Wi_ny3.- The reason is 
that I did not get to it yet, but haven't 
forgotten. I read in spurts, get tired 
of it, and give it up for a while- This 
wimp isn't reading much, lately. 

I have been playing a golden oldie 
arcade game, QIX- I really enjoy this 
one. Like some of the kinds of puzzles 
that many of us enjoy, this game is very 
easy to play or explain, but very hard to 
beat. If you are not familiar with it, 
in QIX you fence off pieces of the 
playing area while dodging moving objects 
that can "kill" yaw player /cursor. You 
score points by successfully fencing off 
pieces of the area. When 75"/. or more of 
the screen is fenced off, a new screen 
appears and you start over, except that 
the dodging becomes more difficult due to 
increased speed ji^il number of 
"opponents". That is basically all there 
is to it, a very simple ^pnipfpt. 

Beware. QIX is addictive! For any 
score you achieve, a little voice inside 
you says, "This is a yejoL easy game. You 
can beat that score." So, if you are 
like roe, you try. Before you know it, 
another 30 or 40 minutes have gone by; it 
is time to go to bed if you want to be 
sharp at work the next day. You feel a 
fleeting sense of guilt because the piece 
you were going to write for the MACE 
Journal isn't even started. And the 
voice says, "Just one more time ..." 

I wonder if some fellow named Rubik 
had anything to do with the design of 
QIX. I like it and recomiiiend it, if you 
come across it (the cube, too). Thinking 
of the infamous cube makes me wonder what 
a three dimensional game of QIX would be 



like. Weil, don't wait for somebody to 
ii«rite one f(ar the eight bit line! 

X found QIX on a closeout sale for 
about $5.00 in the Canton branch of Basic 
Bits 'n Bytes. It was well worth it. 
Buy it before it is too late. 

There have been a lot of sales of 
software for the eight bit Atari line 
lately, and my allowance is all spent on 
it. I have mixed emotions about this. I 
love the bargains, but I worry about what 
it means. "The party's over, my friend"? 

I am tired of articles about the end 
of the eight bit lines "Is The 8-Bit 
Dead?", "RIP 8-Bit!", etc. Of course it 
is dead. Except igf in my home- And 
yours, maybe. This is why I go into a 
buying frenzy at these low priced 
bargains. Even if some of the stuff did 
not get great reviews (e.g. Foobl itzky) , 
if it is cheap enough, I'll buy it only 
because there (Bay be nothing (well, darn 
little) new coming out for my machine. 
Infocom has added Fooblitzky to their low 
priced list, and while it was still on 
local shelves for about *40 I bought it 
direct from Infocom for less than half 
that price. Now, I have to save it until 
my boy reaches age 14 <he's 9 now). I'* 
a sucker for a bargain, especially when 
it seems to be the only game in town. 

I was once talking to a former 
Controller for the Coleco toy company. 
He was telling me that he planned to buy 
three of the Coleco Adam computers for 
less than $300 each. I think that price 
included ^Mne software, the cofl^uter, a 
tape drive, and a printer if I correctly 
remember the big box in the toy stores. 
He planned to use one, and keep two in 
his basement as backups. He was that 
convinced that it was a "great" computer, 
being considerably under -rated by the 



public. 

1 sort of -feel that way about the 
Atari 130XE. Sure, I know that the ST 
line is much better, and better 
supported. The IBM PC-XT (286) that I use 
at work, with Data Ease, Word Per-fect, 
Multi Plan, Microsoft Chart, and a hard 
drive amazes me. However, even jet 
pilots have been known to enjoy tinkering 
with and flying the old open cockpit 
biplanes. For a different analogy, my 
130XE is like a Model-T Ford. It ain^^t 
fancy, but it gets me there. 

One of the things I enjoy using my 
home computer for is writing articles for 
the MACE Journal. I feel it is like 
putting something back into the hobby I 
have gotten so much out of. Except, 
lately, it has been getting harder and 
harder to find the time to do as much of 
this as I like to. Also, I haven't been 
able to put much time into refining each 
submission, reworking it two or three 
times until it is just right. You almost 
get "stream of Gonscimisness*' st^u#f from 
me; my fingers do the thinking. So I 
have been asking myself, "Is the result 
worth the e^fwt?- I'd like YOU to 
answer that; please give me some 
feedback: constructive or otherwise. 
Write to the Journal, or look me up at a 
meeting (I attend nearly all of them). 
Feedback ... pi ease. 

I did get some feedback of a sort. 
A bit of a piece I wrote about our 
Australian brothers got reprinted in the 
Austral i an At ar i Gazette. This is the 
part of the article where I get around to 
the f i r st part of the title, where 
newsletters were mentioned. The 
Melbourne Atari Computer Enthusiasts had 
232 "financial meters" in ^<iWe. I guess 
that means dues paying members. They 
took in $2230 in June, including $1106 
from disk sales. Payments in June were 
$1550, including $673 for magazine 
printing and $555 for disks. All amounts 
are in Australian dollairs (f iA«$0.63US) . 
I mention this only for encouragement. 
As I have indicated before, smaller 
groups than ours se#ft to exist and remain 
healthy. 



Jim Kennedy gave me some newsletters 
to read this past month that I had never 
seen before. I remain amazed at how many 
Atari user groups exist! Which makes me 
wonder where the software support went. 
I have heard us (yes "us") blamed for 
causing the lack of interest by excessive 
pirating. I tend not to believe this, 
not because I am unaware of the pirating 
problem, but because I do not see how 
that problem singles out the Atari 
community. It is my impression, 
subjective and based only on my 
observations and stories I have heard, 
that no one pirates software like some of 
the Apple community! Yet, their support 
is thriving, as ever. Maybe their much 
larger user base supports more theft 
without harming the suppliers. 

B ytow n B ytes , newsletter of the 

National Capital (sic) Atari Users' 
Group, Ottawa, Canada is very nice 
looking. It is printed on a laser 
printer, runs 32 to 36 pages, and is 
published nine times a year. This group 
has 260 ST mmbers and 50 XE members. 
(They may have other 8~bit members.) The 
April issue included a review of 
magazlMHi available for the ST line. Bob 
Deskin looked at eleven magazines that 
provide varying degrees of ST coverage. 
Though he did not specify any clear 
choice (it depends on what you want), he 
appeared to favor COMPUTE! 's Atari ST 
Disk and Magazine over the others. 
Reviews of Mindscape's Balance of Power 
(Chris Crawford rides again) for the ST 
and SSI's Warship (Gary Srigsby) for the 
8~bit were very well written, better than 
I do, and made am want to own both 
products. Other St r*eviews included 
TRIMbase, Zoomracks II, and Magic Sac. 

Th# B rainwave Gazette, ten legal 
sized pages published every two months by 
the Atari User Club Brainwave, Wiesbaden, 
W. Germany, is now being sent to us. It 
is in English and contains short reviews, 
entirely dedicated to the ST. 

LACE, the Layton Atari Computer 
Enthusiasts, North Clearfield, Utah has 
also just joined our list of user group 
friends. I still do not know how many 
user groups there are, but there are more 
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than I ever imagined. 

A recent newsletter oi the Atari 
Computer Enthusiasts, New South Wales, 
Australia, described their latest disk 
library addition. For $10 (Australian) 
they are selling a double sided disk of 
Turbo Basic, a public domain lanpiape 
•from Holland. You can also download this 
superior basic from Comp-U-Serve' s Atari 
SI6. As of the date of the Au«trajt4«n 
release, Turbo Basic would only work on 
the XL and the XE, but a version for the 
400/800 was expected sron. Vermm^ Mbari 
Basic, Turbo Basic offers 42 more 
commands, 22 more functions, three times 
greater speedy and it, uses 1.6K l«ss 
memory. It also comes with a compiler 
which runs programs ten to fifteen times 
as fast as normal. Can you beat a 
bargain like that? By the way, even if 
you do not program, you can load Turbo 
Basic and run Atari Basic programs three 
times faster. 

This newsletter also included an 
optical illusion demo. For me, these 
little demos are like peanuts; I can't 
leave them be. So, I hava^^ ^reproduced 
this one for you below. By the way, if 
you run it and let the screen go to the 
attract mode it add& to tl^ effect. No, 
folks, I did not sit in frtsnt of it that 
long, staring open-mouthed in utt^r 
fascination! I wM called to the phone 
during the run. 

10 BRAPHICS 23tF0KE 710, lOsfiQKE 709 

,4: POKE 708,14 
20 COLOR 1 

30 PLOT 40,808 DRMitJO 52,75:DRAWT0 52, 
65:DRAWT0 64,60:DRAWT0 64,50: 
DRAWTO 76,45:DRAWT0 76,^5: DRAWTO 
88,30 

40 DRAWTO 88, 20: POKE 765, 1: POSITION 

40,40:G0SUB 1000: POSITION 4j3^80: 

60SUB 1000 r ' . 

50 DRAWTO 70, 95: DRAWTO 118, 75: DRAWTO 

118, 35: DRAWTO 88,20 
60 PLOT 118,45:P0SITI0N i06^5KU60SUB 

lOOOsPOSITim i06,60:60SUB 1000: 

PLOT 106,60 
70 POSITION 94,65:G0SUB lOOOsPOSITION 

94,75fB0Sl» lOOOsPLOT 94,75 
80 POSITION 82,80:G0SUB 1000: POSITION 

82,908G0SUB 1000 

/Z 



90 PLOT 118, 45: DRAWTO 88, 30: PLOT 106, 
50: DRAWTO 76, 35: PLOT 106, 60: DRAWTO 

76,45 

100 PLOT 94, 65: DRAWTO 64, 50: PLOT 94, 
75: DRAWTO 64, 60: PLOT 82,0): DRAWTO 

52 , 65 

101 PLOT 82, 90: DRAWTO 52,75 
liACOLCM^ 2:PCM<E 765, 2: PLOT 89,21: 

POSITION 89,29:G0SUB 1000: PLOT 89, 

29: POSITION 117,43:G0SUB 1000 
120 PLOT 77,36:P0SITI0N 77,44:G0SUB 

1000: PLOT 77, 44: POSITION 105,58: 

GQSUB 1000 
130 PLOT 65,51:P0SITI0N 65,59:60SUB 

1000:PLOT 65, 59:P0SITI0N 93,73: 

GOSUB 1000 
140 PLOT 33,64sP£1&];TI0N 53,74:G0SUB 

1000:PL0T 53,74:P0SITI0N 31,38: 

GOSUB 1000 

999 GOTO 999 

1000 XIO 18,#6,0,0, "S: ":RETURN 

The Poke y P ress was sent to us by 

the Atari Computer Club o-f the Palm 
Beaches, Boynton Beach, Florida. In the 
June/ July 1987 issue, Jim Woodward 
discusses The Electronics Boutique, a new 
chain of computer stores that is opening 
in the shopping mallrs^ ^ Have you been to 
one yet? I have been to the branches at 
Twelve Oaks and aL , Fairlane, and am 
impressed with the amount of stuff they 
stock -for the S-bit line. (Sorry, I did 
not check the ST selections. When I look 
at that stuff I get an itchy check book, 
and my wife gets nervous.) Their prices 
seem reasonable, and they have a lot of 
closeout bargains. According to Jin 
Woodward, who used to work for them, they 
have over 60 stores now, mostly on the 
east coast, and are expanding into the 
midwest and California. Jim complained 
that they have dropped Atari 8-bit 
hardware from their line (eventually 
software too, I suppose). At the 
Fairlane branch, I met our own Freddy 
Kandah . Perhapik Fred can shed ( honest , 
no rhyming was intended) some more light 
on future plans of The Software Botique. 

The Poke y P ress is a slender 
publication, including lots of reprints. 
GennTifil 1 however , I was i mpr essed wi th 
the quality of the publication and rate 
it as above average though, like us, not 
equal to the best. 



Another POKE Y newsletter comes to us 
from the Western New York Atari Users' 

Group of Buffalo, New York. 
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Last month I has also privileged to 

read the June, 1987 issue of the Puqe t 
Sound A tar i News from Tacoma, Washington. 
This is a combined newsletter, 
representing seven user groups from the 
state of Washington. The groups are: 
B.R.A.C. E. , KC-Ace <that stands for 
Kitsap County, not Kansas City), 
"R"-Atari, S*P*A3|cC«E, StarBase, STDIO, 
and T.R.A.C.E. This is an interesting 
publishing concept- In this case, it 
works very well as the final product did 
not look like a scrapbook ©r "patch 'n 
paste" job. They put out 32 packed pages 
of information. In tiay they printed B75 
copies. There are seven editors, one for 
each member group, one coordinator, and 
one advertising manager. The coordinator 
belongs to S*PtA*CtE, I think, as copy is 
supposed to be submitted to this group. 
This is not the only eombined newsletter, 
and may not even be the best one, but it 
looked good to me. This may represent 
the future of iwwwf: group newsletters. 1 
envision some of these becoming good 
enough to compete with A ntic and 
A.^N.,A^L.^Q.,fe., and maybe these 
publications might benefit by forming 
publishing partnerships with user groups. 
Big visions, huh? 

The Portland Atari Club newsletter 
of July/August reprinted "Servicing the 
XL/XE Pammr Supply" by our very own Don 
Neff. Congratulations, Don. Now, why 
don't you sell those good Oregonians some 
disks. 



WftNTED '^'^ Used Cartridges or Disks 
of 600D games (Except 
Loadrunner, Fort Apocalypse, 
Tri'^Pack) 



This is not a store, but for 

Please call; 



after 4 P.Mi 



Thank You. 



FOR SALE 



Disk Drive 



Call Bmrt^mrm at 



(cx)ncluded from page 9) 
So what are you waiting -for? Run, 

don^'t walk, right over to the library 

ccMTfitr and ask the Disk LibrariM -for 

your copy o-f AMISXMIO.BBS and DO enjoy 

it! Ue certainly havf! 



NOTICE -^-^ If you bought my Hayes 
300 Baud Modem at the last 
swap'^night, please contact me; 

Ken Van Nell en at 



or 



Michael 01 in, CIS 72030,556 
Mike Mitchell, CIS 76656,101 
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[Editor^s Note: H.A.C.E. received the following letter requesting help from ATARI 
owners in the U.S.A. H any members or other tJser Groups can be o-f ass i stance , we're 
sure that your generosity would be greatly appreciated!] 



Malbork, 25 June 1987 

Dear Friends ! 

liy name is Zbigniew. 1 am writing to you -from Poland. 
Excuse my imperfect english. The address of your club 
I received last year from my friend, who was in your 
country* I am writing, becuose I will do nothing without 
your help. 

I am an electric engineer. I am Interested in hardware 
and software of microcomputers. We are twenty six young 
persons, who are interested in it. We write the programms 
in BASICj, FORTRAN, PASCAL and assemblers: Z-80, 8080, 8086. 
We are learning programming in C lenguage. Alas, the acces 
to the required literature and any 16-bits computers 
is very difficult. 

We meet together one time in week. We have three 8-~bits 
computers: two TIMEX 2048 and one ATARI 800XL. We made oun 
software. We dream of the floppy disk drive and oun printer. 
( We succeeded in printing this letter used of the borrowed 
printer.) But our greatest dream is ATARI ST or IBM PC XT 
Compatible. 

We have a great request to make. If you can somehow help 
us, do it please! Perhaps you have a computers equipment 
witch one is not used long mgom Brnt^^iM^o us. We are able 
to repair it by oneself. ^ 

Please, if you can to give some financial help, do it 
on aftei- — mentioned score: 



Bank PKO SA o/(^ansk, Sopot, PI . Konstytuc j i 3 Maja 1, POLAND 
Mr Zbigniew Dz i ekonski , 82-200 Mal bor k , Osi edl e XX-lecia 18A/2 
No 795-4-58812 



We set one's hopes on you only. If we will have 
the 16-bits computer, then we can to repay makeing the soft- 
ware for you. 

We would like to imfeer. into correspondence with you. 
This is our address: 

Mr Z . Dz i ekonski , 82-^200 Ma J bor k , POLAND 
□siedle XX-iecia PRL 

We are waiting for the message from you. 

Yours very truly 

Zbigniew S< friends. 



Conpiled by Jim Kennedy 



The -folloMing is a reprint o-f a 
letter -from Telenet (the PC Pursuit 
people) being sent out to all o-f its 
customers. This letter is a •follow-up 
letter to the one reprinted in the 
August, 1987 H.A.C.E. Journal. This is 
being presented here to inform all o-f our 
members as to a recent F.C.C. proposal 
that could affect not only PC Pursuit, 
but a host o-f other on-line services as 
well, including: CompuServe, GEnie, other 
databases, and fn^crmbiion services. 
Following the letter there is a list o-f 
the -four F.C.C. Commissioners whom you 
MX wr i te to. 



Telenet 

A US Sprint Company 

Telenet CooMiuni cat ions Corp. 

12490 Sunrise Malley Drive 
Reston, ^ 2209A 
(703) 689-6000 



August 12, 1987 

Dear PC Enthusiast: 

Six weeks ago we wrote to many o-f 
you about the Federal Communication 
Commission's <FCC) proposal to extend 
Carrier Access Charges to Telenet and 
other Enhanced Service providers. In 
that letter,* and in subsequent 
conversations with many of you, y$e 
promised to provide additional 
information when the FCC published its 
o-ff icial notice — which occurred on July 
17th. 

Ue have enclosed for you (1) a copy 
o-f the FCC's Notice of Proposed Rule 
Haking <ltf>RM> and (2) a paper that both 
analyzes the NPRM as it a-f^ects PC users 
and suggests steps that you can take to 
help defeat the access char^ proposal, 
thus ensuring the continued availability 
of low-cost information and data 



communications services. 

Access charges would a-f-fect all 
Interstate data communications utilizing 
local dial access to reach a public 
on-line computer service, e.g. a database 
or electronic mail service, home 
banking/shopping service, or videotex 
service. Access charges would also apply 
to si»rvices such as PC Pursuit, proMiited 
by a value-added network <UAN) like 
Telene4f that utilize local dial access. 
These charges uRMild add approximately 
♦4.50 per hour to the cost o-f connections 
involving only dial-in access <e.g., a PC 
dialing into the Telenet network to reach 
a database host), and would add 
approximately *7 to $9 per hour to the 
cost of connections involving both 
dial-in and dial-out access (such as PC 
Pursui t , f or PC to PC communica^tions) , 
Fur ther , un 1 i ke most commun teat i ons 
prices, access charges have no discounts 
fw t^^en ing ly^d w^ktn^^ Serv i ces 

currently price#^t-a flat monthly rate 
would have to be repriced on an hourly 
basis under access charges. 

For those of you who are current PC 
Pursuit subscribers, access charges would 
require Telenet to increase its prices 
(currently, a -flat monthly rate o-f *25) 
to reflect the ♦? or ^9 per-hour access 
charge. Of course, we expect that the 
significantly higher prices would dampen 
demand for the service, so it is not 
clear whether Telenet could continue to 
make PC Pursuit available even -for those 
users willing to pay the higher prices. 

PC users who subscribe to database 
services such as The Source, CompuServe, 
or Quantum would incur access charges on 
those services o-f approximately $4.50 per 
hour — effectively doubling the current 
rate for some services. 

THIS NEED NOT OCCUR. Ue can defeat 
the access charge proposal with your 
help. By writing a letter to the 
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Chairman of the FCC and sending copies to 
the other CoMissjoners, the Secretary, 
the Chie-f of the Cofumon Carrier Bureau, 
and your Congressional representatives, 
you can affect the outccMie of this iMu## 
Both the FCC and the Congress are 
receptive to your input. Moreover, they 
need to hear from you in order to assess 
the impact of this proposal. 

Your letter should eiiphasize toM 

access charges would affect you. Tell 
the FCC what database, tuilletin board, or 
data communi cat ions services rem use 
today and for lahat purposes, what your 
monthly usage level is, uihat you pax 
and how access ctiarges (at approxiiMt^iy 
♦4.50 per hour of use for database host 
access, and twice tfcat for , PC Pursuit) 
would impact )^iiir uf# of these services. 

Our analysis paper includes the 
names and adA'esses of the relevant 
parties to whom you can write. As 
indicated above, it is perfectly 
acceptable for you to write one letter to 
the Chairman of the F.C.C. and a copy to 
all other parties. Names and addresses 
of U.S. Senators are included here; for 
the name of your Congressional 
representative, contact your local 
library or Chamber of Commerce. Telenet 
would appreciate having a blind copy of 
your letter f^ i^se in our lobbying 
eiio^t%i kwe enclosed a business 

reply envelope for your convenience in 
sending us one. 

Please note that the FCC has 
extended the due dates for comments and 
reply coMMnts in tills proceeding to 
September 24 and October 26, 
respectively. Y4W need not wait for 
these dates, however. PI eaM continue to 
access PC Pursuit's Net Exchange BBS for 
updates on the FCC access charge proposal 
using the following sign-on procedure: 
3C < sp ) PURSU I T , YOUR I D , YOUR PASSWORD or 
dial 703-^9-3Sm&1 with your modem. 

Write today. Your letter can make 
the difference! .With your jhelpkf- this 
proposal can be defeated! 

r 

Sincerely, 



Paolo L. Guidi 
President 



NMiES & ADDRESSES: 

Letters should be addressed to: 

The Honorable Dennis Patrick, Chairman 
<202) 632-6600 

Mr. William J. Tricarico; the Chief 
Common Carrier Bureau 
Mr. Gerald Brock 
Commissioner James Quello 
Cocmissiofier Mimi Weyforth Dawson 
Commissioner Patricia Diaz Dennis 

Addresses ior the above is the same: 

Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, DC 20554 

On the letter , Indicate: 
■RE: CC Docket 87-21 5* . . 

In addition, it is strongly recommended 
that you send copies of your 
comments/replies and/or any 

correspondence to the FCC on this matter 
to your Congressman, your two Senators, 
and the Chairman of the House and Senate 
Telecommunications Subcommittees. The 
subcommittee chairmen are: 

The Honorable Edward J. Harkey, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Telecommunications^ Md 
Fi nance 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Daniel K. I nouye. Chairman 

Subcommittee on Communications 

Committee on Commerce, Science and 

Transpor tat i on 

U.S. Senate 

Uashin9toii, DC- 20510 

Our Michigan Senators are: 
Carl M. Levin CDem.) 
Donald W. Reigle <Dem.) 
Write c/o: U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Also, send a copy to: 
^ Telenet Regulatory Affairs Dept. 

12490 Sunrise Valley Dr. 
Reston, 22096 
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mmmmm . . . MUSINGS i^BOUT MI CHI MIOI MUSI C 



By Mike Gi 11 ie 



[The -followiii^ article was iirst 
published in the Michigan Comnodore Users 
Group newsletter called "SPRITE", in the 
May, 1987 issite. Copyright 1987. 
Permission granted to reprint as long as 
a copy o-f the publication is sent to the 
author at P.O. Box 23, Souths ield, MI 
48037. The author is the SYSOP o-f the 
COSMIC STOMPER BBS - <313) 547-0440.3 

From time to time (or maybe just one 
time) I will be writing about my 
discoveries in the world of MIDI <the 
Music Instrument Digital Inter-face). A 
MIDI inter-face is available -for most 
popular personal computers. This past 
November <1986) I slowly began the 
process o-f con-figuring a MIDI system. 

I will be presenting MIDI -from an 
amateur/hobbyist perspective. An attempt 
will be made to convey accurate 
information. For more i n-f ormat i on , I 
would re-fer the reader to the bool< "MIDI 
-for hkistcians" by Craig Anderton <I 
purchased my copy at MicroUorld). I have 
been a subsciber to Electronic Musician 
(formerly Polyphony magazine) +or over 10 
years, and have -found it help-ful. 
Keyboard is another magazine that covers 
MIDI. 

A ccffnputer can serve many purposes 
ifi a MIDI system because a computer can 
be programmed. * I am using "Music Studio* 
-from Activision to run the computer. 
'Music Studio' will work with an Amiga or 
an ATARI ST. •tNhisIc Studio* turfis the 
computer into a Sequencer/Recorder. 

A sequencer is a device that 
provides a sequence o-f musical notes. It 
is a sort oi electronic player piano 
roll. Al. recorder is like a tape 
recorder. It 'records' the notes played 
on the keyboard. 

"Music Studio' does a good Job o-f 
being a sequtnctr, however it does a poor 
job oi being a recorder. "Music Studio" 



can "record" the notes although it won^t 
record the duration of the note. Th#re 
are other so-ftware products that will do 
this. 

"Music Studio" will present you with 
a musical sta-f-f. You can place the notes 
on the staf-f using a mouse (pointing 
device). On an ATARI ST you can play 3 
voices at once and on the Amiga 4 voices. 
When "Music Studio" is used with MIDI it 
can control 15 channels o-f in-formation 
<afi4many voices). 

The Channel Number, Program Number 
and range of notes can be assigned to 
each of the 15 "instruments" Music Studio 
uses. Each of the 15 instruments can be 
named. An instrument on the MIDI network 
can be programmed to recognize only a 
certain channel. You could have 
electronic drums on Channel 3 and an 
electronic piano on Channel 4. 

Each device would only recognize 
data on it's channel. An electronic 
piano may have many different sounds 
available. This can be changed by 
switching to a different program. The 
computer, acting as a sequencer, can 
automatically change the programs 
(sounds) during the song. 

In order t9^i«."Miij^ Studio" with 
MIDI, you need some 4(f#4- of musical 
instrument. Musical hardware is more 
expensive than computer hardware because 
the market is smaller. At the low end of 
the market is the Casio CZ-101. "Music 
Studio" has some files that are 
programmed for this instrument. 

The Casio CZ-lOl has a mini -keyboard 
and is a muTt i-timbral instrument. 
"Mul t i -t irobral " means that it can play 
patiy timbres < sounds/ instruments) at the 
same time. The Casio CZ-lOl can play 
four different instruments at the same 
time. The nice thing about MIDI is that 
you can now devise a musical system using 
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components. An ln^rest ing device is ttie 
Yamaha FB-01, which is in the same price 
range as the Casio CZ-101. The Yamabm 
FB-01 has no keyboard! tiMever, it can 
play eight instruments at the same time. 
The FB-01 is ideal for people who can^t 
play the keyboard very lit 11 or uriio need a 
second synthesizer. 

If you have a Casio CZ«^i01 (or any 
other MIDI device with a keyboard), it 
can control the FB-01, as Mil as itself, 
giving 12 voices of music. The computer 
along with Music Studio can control both 
machines. 

I'' 11 postpone a review of the FB~01 
until a future imm. If i^an JKre 
considering getting into MIDI, take a 
good look at the Yamaha FB-01, which I 
consider a better value than the Casio 
CZ-101. 

Until next time, hnmmmm. • .Opt ion? 



UNCLASSIFIED 

WANTED: Your original artwork for the 
MACE Journal, All submissions will be 
accepted and given the fullest attentiOTi 
by me and the Editorial staff. All 
artwork xmed will receive the proper 
attention and recogniticai it deserves. 
For consideration see me, or any MACE 
Offieser. MACE Editor 

***************************************** 
XCXIR^ ad.can aja^ear tooll 

FREE to ANY MACE Member 



See any MACE Officer 
***************************************** 



SY DRAFT DISKS 
^.^FFICE, ART & DRAFTING SUPPLIES-^. 




LINCOLN CENTER 

26130 Greenfield 
Oak Park, Ml 48237 

PHont 

(313) 96e-2(^ 




»0U« /rfOPO PROCESSING CENTER 

DOUBLE-UP DISK PUNCH ^ ♦ 7.95 

MINIDEX DISK STORAGE * 17.00 

PANASQMIQ 1^904, POINTER «179.00 




lO for « 3,9j8 



100 -for ♦ 25.00 



lOOO f 



•246.00 



ATARI PRINT SHOP ♦ 30. OO 

ATARI 6RAPHICS LIBRARY* 19. OO 

PRINT SHOP COMPANION * 26.00 

PAPERCLIP W/SPELL PACK* 41.95 
FLIGHT SIMULATOR II ♦ 34.95 
DATA CASE 4HOLOS SO) « 7.98 
HAYES COMPATABLE 

300/1200 MQPEM «120.00 



tVISIT OUR NEW FLINT STORE 4296 CORUNNA ROAD (313) 732-2885* 



I IM 



IIMF="OC:OM P*DVEls|-rLJF*E:S ! ! 

CALL US BEFORE VQU BUV 

WE HAVE HARO-TO-FINO ITEMS LIKE: 
SHOP COLDREO PAPER ANO ENVELOPES. COLORE 

«• SOFTWARE IS ALWA^ 30X OFF •• 



mrnmmrn 



MUSINGS AiBOUT" Ml 



I GiESiM r4X D I MUS I C 



By Mike 6i 1 Ue 



[Copyright 1987. Permission granted 
to reprint as long as a copy o-f the 
original publicattm is sent to the 
author at P.O. Box 23, South-field MI, 
48037. Mr. Gillie is SYSOP o-f the Cosmic 
Stomptf' at <313> 547-0440.3 

In this column I I will elaborate on 
the Yamaha FB-01 FM Sound Gentrator. The 
retail price is ^345.00. The dimensions 
are apfM^oximately 8 1/2" Wide x 2" High x 
10 3/4* Deep. It weighs a mere 4 1/2 
pounds. It is possible to mount two 
FB-Ol's side by side in a 19" rack 
adap tor . 

The FB-Ol can produce 8 notes 
simul taneoosly. It is a mul t i-t imbral 
instrument. This means that it can play 
Mifiy ifistriments at the same time. It 
can play e^i^t"^ di-f-ferent one note 
instruments,^ or one eight note 
instrument , as we 1 1 as any comb inat ion in 
between. The FB-01 is an 8 mo ice 
instrument. Two FB-01 's can be combined 
to product a 16 voice instrument. 

As stated in a previous ^mmmmmm ...^ 
colmm, the FB-01 has no keyboard. This 
is because it is meant to be controlled 
-from a computer or another keyboard, or 
both, via a MIDI <Musical Instrument 
Digital Interface) network. 

The FB-01 is designed to offer a Ipt 
of features. Usually with a synthesizer 
one must program a lot of parameters to 
get the desired sound. The FB-01 comes 
with 240 pre-programmed sounds. There 
are an additional 96 slots available for 
user pro^ammed sounds. In order to keep 
costs down, a computer is requireif to 
program additional sounds. However the 
9d slots are available to move 
pre-programmed sounds into* 

This imuld be useful because a 
program such as Music Studio would only 
be able to access one bank of 48 sounds 
at once. The sounds are organized into 7 



banKs of 48 sounds (5 bantes are 
pre-programmed). The sounds are grouped 
into categories such as Piano, Electric 
Piano, Other Keyboard, Brass, Strings, 
Woodwinds, Synthesizer, Bass, Percussion, 
Organ, Plucked and Sound Effects. 

In one Bank of sounds are sounds 
that are compatible with the Yamaha CXSM 
computer. There i^ another category 
called Omnibus, which seems to be a 
mixture of instruaients from all the 
categories. It is unusual in a 
synthesizer to have so many sounds easily 
available. The way to think about this 
instrument is as a sound pallet te. 
Instead of color, you select timbre. 

The front of the FB*01 has eight 
buttons and a 16 character Liquid Crystal 
Display. The keys allow you to move 
instruments around. You can choose which 
instrument is on which MIDI channel. The 
FB*01 hits an ii^teresting feature called 
^setup'. There are four pre-programmed, 
with another 16 user programmable. The 
F6-01 can t>e set up many different ways. 
You could allocate four voices for a 
Piano, one voice for Bass, one voice for 
a Tom-Tom, one voice for a snare and the 
last voice for a Sitar. This 
configuration can be saved in memory. 

The volume of each instrument can be 
adjusted. The voice can be placed in the 
l^^f^t channe 1 €»* the r i gh t chaime 1 , or 
both. Unfortunately you can't position 
the instrunrtijnt finer in the stereo field. 
The FB-Ot tm adjust the octave range 
plus or minus 2 Octaves. Instruments can 
be detuned as well. There is also a Low 
Frequency Oscillator. 

Another useful feature is the 
ability to set note ringes for each 
instrument/voice. This means that if you 
were using the FB-01 with a keyboard, you 
could '2one^ the keyboard. You could 
designate the lower octave of the 
keyboard to be a bass sound and the 

(cxDntinued on page 20) 



GENERAL- MEETING 
MIMUXES 8/1 8/87- 



The meeting was called to order at 7:30 

pii by Recording Secretary Hike 01 in who 

explained that President Tom Sturza had 
been called out o-f town on business. 

Ther« was a demonstration o4 Flight 

Simulator II for the ST showing the 
varioym levels o-f play and the buiLJt . in 
demonstration. This program accepts 
alternate scenery disks which accurately 
siiMilate various major airports around 
the world. 

Hike called on Sharie Hiddlebrook to 
discuss the pros and cons o-f the proposal 
to convert the HACE West BBSystem to run 
on an ST. Sharif iM^ri bed her plan to 
support botfi 8H>lt and ST caHtrs 
equally, and noted that most o-f the 
hardware and software are being loaned to 
the club free of charge from a local 
vendor in exchange for a log-on message 
indicating their contribution to the 
club. Sharie and Hike then entertatined 
questions from the audience. ■ 

There was a demonstration of ChessHaster 
2000 on tbe^JBI. This highly rated 
version caA b4 #1ax#d by two players, or 
the computer versus one player, or no 
players where the computer plays against 
its* If in a sort of 'demo' mode. 

Hike called on Jim Kennedy, Corresponding 
Stcrttarxy to discuss some information he 
had captured on CompuServe regarding the 
current proposed changes in FCC rulings 
rt 1 at i«g to W i QU* e 1 ec tron i c 

information systems. CompuServe projects 
that, if the new proposals pass, the 
conn«ct-time ratf to increase by as much 
as tS/hour. #tm noted that there are 
several addresses that persons can write 
to to express their opinions, including 
tli# writer's respective Representatives 
and Senators. A member noted that 
CiMVuStrve biad posted a sample letter, 
and that tt should be used as a guideline 
for individual letters, not used verbatim 
as the FCC can consider these as repeats 
of th« same letter thus carrying less 
weight with the investigating committee. 



There was a demonstration of Rambrant on 
the 8-bit Atari. This excellent drawing 
program by Antic is enhanced by Antic's 
Solid Object Hodule which performs 
shading and texturing functions. 

Hike reminded members that the annual 
Ttiection of new officers would be held in 
September, and urged all members to 
attend this important meeting. 



Michael 01 in 
HACE Rec. Sec'y 

8/27/87 



(cjonclixaed from page 19) 
higher octaves to be a harpsicord. The 
boundary of the zones can overlap. 

The rear panel of the FB-01 has two 
quarter inch jacks for left and right 
audio. The unit comes with adaptors to 
RCA phono jacks so you can hook i t up to 
your stereo. There are also three HIDI 
jacks; IN; THRU; and OUT. 

The bottom line, is how does it 
sound? The answer is great! The Husic 
Studio program doesn't take the 
instromnt to it's full potential. It 
sounds better using a keyboard to control 
it. This is because the FB-01 recognizes 
velocity from a keyboard. The only way 
Music Studio puts out velocity is to 
'accent' notes. This will only work if 
the normal notes are less than full 
volume . 

The FB-01 would be of most use to 
computer owners irtio are Serious about 
sound. The FB-01 is the best value on 
the market. The inexpensive (SiOO to 
♦200) samplers do not give qualitx sound. 
The manual for the FB-01 is quite good. 
It is 8 1/2 X 11 paper with 53 pages in 
English. All HI&I commands are 
documented. There is sufficient 
information for the adventurous 
programmer. Until ntxt Time, hiMMMHii.*- 



Well it lcx>ks like ttiis will be 
the last month r II be filling this 
page as your Membership 
Chairman but after Ave years at 
this portHon I feel I am entitled 
to retirement and it is time for 
another member to take over 
the positkxi. It has been a 
meaninofU live years arxj while it 
did take up a lot of my time, I 

was also iecimina every step of 
the wo^ 

Were you one of the fortunate 
people that atterxJed the Atari 
Magic Show at the South field 
Hilton last month? It was a very 
good Atarlfest and Magic 
should be congra tula ted for 
their efforts. Atari db show up 

with Mega 4 computers with 
laser piiaters and PCs but I dkjn't 
see any other of their new 
products schedule for release 
this year. There were plenty of 
vendor displays and more 
Important, It was well 
attended by Artarlans from all 
over ttie iftidwest e^iyday of 
the 3 day show, the MACE 
table was well-manned by all of 
your otflcers and it was nice to 
see so many fomllior faces 
stronmg by with, I might add, a 
happy face. I'll leave It to the 
other officers and members to 
fill you in on the otfier detals of 
the show but applause should 
be given to MAGIC lor o well 
aganized and evwitim show. 

Computers are a lot yotnger 
than I am and all through my 
life I hove been tdd that the 
world would be a lot better 
place if there was just one 
language and we all coukj taU( 
on a one to or^ basis. Dkj you 
ever stop to count ttie number 
of languages for the 
computer? i bet the total 
would exceed the number of 
people languages. Every 
month we read of another 



language being introduced 
for the computers and the t>eat 
goes on.... The 8 bit has a 
fairly stable BASIC, (Rev.A,B,or 
C), MAC-65, Actloni, and the 
stcndards ot c^embly, fortan, 
forth, pascal, etc., with their 
many variations and now the 
flood is on for the 16 bW 
machines. In BASIC alone I can 
count at least six types, the ST- 
BASiC* the freeble that come 
vi^ the ST, Is now on ffs way to 
being the loser In this field. 
GFA Basic (Mfchtron) is making 
rapid progress in gaining the 
attention of STers. It Is very 
fast arxi easy to learn and use. 
Anott^r, just t)eing introduced. 
Is dBASIC (DTACK Grounded 
Irx:.) whfch is faster but too new 
to be rated for if s ease of use 
and learning abilities. The ST- 
SIG Is now in the process of 
discussing various languages fa 
the ST. last month four 'C' 
languages were presented by 
its members and other lang- 
uages will be covered in future 
mon^ Back to the orlglnai 
idea, wouldn't It be nice If 
tfiere was only one language 
for computers so ail PCers coukj 
talk to each other on a one to 
one basis? Bye bye ATASII a is 
It bye bye ASai? 

it Is rK>t only languages that 
are plentliU but also the types 
of machines that use them. 
W^ are Just getting use to the 
16 bit being In the HPC field 
and already 1t\ere Is talk of 1t>e 
32 bit entering it. When will it 
stop — Since my short 
appearance In computing, 
there a lot of things that 
appeared which I didn't 
approve of Atari after realizing 
disk drives were ia kept on 
producing the tope cotsette 
machines (remember them?). 
Insisted on producing single 



density drives untH the 1050 with 
its enhanced density (1-1/2) 
while all the other 
manufacturers were producing 
true double density drives. These 
drives were mode more 
e)q2MBrislye because they hod to 
be compatible with A tori's 
single and the denslty+halt 
(whtoh no one used). Now Atari 
Is i/QiaZZy coming out with a 
double density drive for the 8 bri*. 
You would think from all this a 
lesson should have been 
learned but Instead of coming 
out with a single type drive tor 
the ST, Atari came out with 
two* ttie singled and double 
sided drives. Just think It they 
hod come out with just the one 
drive (double-sided) how much 
easier It would hove been for the 
software producers, not to 
mention you the end user. 
Aireody the price of the single 
skjed drives hove dropped and 
Atari must be trying to get rki of 
them by instailing them in the 
520 FM v^re you win have no 
choice. Manufacturers are 
already advertising upgrades fa 
the single drives at a $120+ 
price tog. There are a lot ot 
programs out that require the 
double drives iDuf ttie software 
manufacturers can't support 
two different versions so they 
must resort to the one that all 
drMrt can um, uRxMy tie mimkyf 
version of the program and 
again It is the end users that 
must suffer. My advk:>e to ail 
potential ST buyers Is to steer 
away from the single sided 
dshm^ It wll be worth the extra 
money to purchase the 
double-skied drive and avoid 
added expense dovin the road 
not to mention the added 
convlence and the savings ot 
disk purchases, by using the 
doubie^^M^drtves. PRW 



Flying The ST»> 



by P. Barsen 



tmr^ on the Morld Utari St c 




Who 



can sty wli*th«r 

machines have feelings. The 
Sanctum Sanctorum ( my place of 
retreat from the sanity that 
surrounds me ) is bustling with 
electronic activity tonight. Hard 
drives spin as they access their 
databases of inf orntation pouring 
yat anothar kilobyte or two to the 
liiiAdry moutM of thalr conneotad 
Mftaro. t tia par pat ti at whrrllfig of 
tha drives is somehow strangely 
soothing. 

Now it's no secret that there is 
the occasional AT machine in the 
sanctum, we run the BBS on one 
Of them. They sit beside the ST 
and whir quietly while they watch 
the ST screen, and ponder. I'm 
sure they try to.move the St just 
a little further away from their 
side at nighty when all is still. 
Smuo'^t^ ^ ^^^tf tit after all. 

Only modestly interested in what is 
happening with that "GEM" screen 

on the ST, they watch as the 
familiar :"clunK" of a 3-1/2" disk 
being inserted into the ST drive 
attracts their attention. 



PC- DITTO 



t Ke 



label reads. So this it it eh ? ( 
Canadians like to say EIH a lot ) 
So this is the program that is 
supposed to allow the ST to run 
118*006 software on the ST. Hmmm. 

*oough' ... I'm sura I heard one of 

tha AT's do that, so I read the 
label aloud once again. This 
program allows the user tfj run 
many of the MS-DOS based 
programs on the ST. " Not 
possible " yoM say ? Let's find 
out. 

Popping t>ia disk once more into 
tha 4riva« and clicking on the 
mouaa, tlHi Mia ##faan comas up 
vafy 4r#i#li<y inatructing you ta 
iaaart your DOS diak in Dfiva A. 
After foNowkig thaaa inatructlona. 
hitting ratum aMMi tiHi tr«¥a te 
start up ani Ta a aeiai^t taw 



seconds, the familiar IBM DOS 
Screen comes up with a request 
to enter the current Date and 
time. You can quicKiy bypass 
these by hitting ENTER ( our 
RETURN key Tha drive spins 

again, and soofi you will see the 
standar4 A^* #f ompt in typical DOS 
format, i swear that when this 
symbol appeared on the screen, 
that the AT sotiatfit-iiaffad a bit 
ototsfr to get a bettaf iook. Nah, 
machines don't have feafings. 

Pause (or reCtecj^ion ... 

I am impra^aed. The speed is 
much sJower« that's noticeable 
right off the bat, but by golly, it 
is Ihere blinking at ma. WOW. Time 
to see what we have here fn more 
detail. A call for DIR gets you a 
listing of ail files on the disk, and 
again I notice that the response 
time is slower than normal, but it 
gives you exactly the same screen 
as on the AT. 

Time to move into some of the 
more complex programs to see how 
they perform. First off, Qmodem 
SST, one of the ftnast Modem 
programs for the MS^GOS maohines 
ran exceptfonaily waff, but the 
slowness of the screen annoyed 
me, especially when viewing the 
ANSI graphics while connected to 
System EX-10 Canada. ( free plug 
for my BBS - don't forget the New 
number is now (519) 972-9000. ) 
Qmodem uses a lot of pop-up 
windows, and it is fairer to say 
that they crawled up. Still, the 
program does work without 
problem on the ST. It was 
obvious to me that the program 
would benefit greatly from a hard 
drive, or a RAM disk, since these 
would at least eliminate the disk 
access time. 



was next in 



line to see how it would perform 
on the ST. Imagine that. Sorry 
t atti^ cor pi Hit t it f aa iHijrv* 
charm. THia i^rogram is the 
Prince of spraadshaata. Powerful, 
huge, and incredibly sophiaticatad- 

Z2 



I'm sure it was at this point, that 
I saw the small beads of 
perspiration form on the AT's 
screen. 

Numerous other programs also 
ran without difticuity on^ the Atari. 



Ws found that graphics dependent 
pf&grafus rm^ j^inbearabiy slow, 
whereas programs such as LOTUS 
ran lightning quick when it came 
time to recalculate, or perform 
any math function, l began to like 
the PC-DITTO program more and 
more, and supressed an evil urge 
to call the local PC-Users group 
president over for a 
demonstration. 



final comment oir thla^^topic 



If you REALLY want to run IBM 
programs ait tha.^^^iaiav d^-^ you r sail 
a favour, and go buy an IBM orM? 
at least a clone. Until PC-Ditto 
can operate at WARP apaed, ^. . 
can't imagine why you would want 
to use it for any axtahi(f#^ 
periods. T t»a na w - Ata r I PC ofon* 
will cost you a mere $600 US or so 
complete, so why not consider that 
route ? 



To say that l am impressed that 
you can run MS-DOS programs on 
an St is an understatement. 
Perhaps I am spoiled having the 
best of both IBM and ATARI 
worlds, so don't expect me to use 
MS-DOS programs on-my ST Do 
however, expect me to run C>atiy« 
many of the very fine, 
sophisticated programs now 
available ^r ttia ST. 



For those of you who will Insist on 
buying PC-Ditto, I say.. Gto for it I 
You will most certainly like what it 
can do, and... you're going to 
really upset a lot of your IBM 

friends with it 

enjoy your ST « I certainly do... 

AMan P. Bargan 



BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEMS: 

M.A.C.E. EAST (313) 754-9865 
(Temporarily down due to hardware failure.) 
M.A.C.E. WEST (313) 582-0657 

ALL BBSystems 300/1200 BAUD - 24 hours/day 

NIEXTT MEIEnr I = 10/30/0>^ >^ = OO F> - M - 

FtOOM 1±S C SM^L_L_ ^LJJZ> I "TOR I LJM > 
SOUTTtHF^ I EL_0 CIVIC: CEraTTEIFC 

Evergreen and 10 1/2 Mile 

Meet the next generation ... join an ATARI User Group! There are many 
exciting activities and new adventures to conquer, come and explore them 
with your -fellow ATARI users. 

Would you like more in-f ormation? Write to our P.O. Box and we will mail 
you a M.A-C.E. Fact Sheet. 

MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE MACE 

t^^CEI F^OL- I CV^ ST-^TEIMEM-r 



MACE meetings are open to "Member Families" ONLY. Membership dues are 
*20.00 per year, -for all -family members living at the same address. A 
special "Guest Membership" is available for *2.00 per family and is good 
for ONE MEET I NG ONLY ! "Guest Members" will receive one copy of the 
current MACE Journal but will NOT be allowed to purchase diskettes from 
our Public Domain libraries. 

If a "Guest Member" decides to join MACE, we will deduct *2.00 from the 
*20.00 membership fee, upon being shown a MACE Journal with "GUEST 
MEMBER" stamped on it- Also, any member of another computer User Group 
(not just ATARIs) , will be admitted to our monthly General Meeting at no 
charge. If these guests wish a copy of our Journal, they will have to 
pay the cover price. 



LA.C.E. 
P.O Box 2715 
SouthftoM, Ml 43037 



$20.00* FOR A ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP 
(♦Payable to M.A.C.E.) 
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AATARr POWER WITHOUT 
1040 $799 



PRICE 



mono 



512K Memoiy (520) 
1 MEG Memory 0040) 
Built-in 370K Dtek Drive (520) 
Buiit-in 740K Disk Drive 0040) 
80 Coiumn Dispioy 
Printer Port 
RS-232 Port 
Midi Port 
Hard Disk Port 
Bonus Service Poclcage 
AvQiiobie 

fti^MA tit^r%it^m iMor* po m mrful than a PC-XT 

Mono Monitor lm. •j^ma^v* mm • c m 

Mora bum-In fmatunt 
than BOTH put togtharl 



520 $499 



mono 

RF Moduiotor for Coior 
TV Hool(-up 
Mouse 

Cartridge Port 
Sound Synttiesizer 
RGB/Mono Port 
i=REE Software 
94 Key Keyboard 
w/Numeric Keypad 
90 Day Wan-anty 
1 MEG Version ADD *99 

AATARr 
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FREE S 

Every WMnesday evening at 6:30, Basic Bits n' Bytes offe^ a free 
senriinar wim ttie business person in mkKl Wb warn to lend a tielping 
hand by providing ftie education needed fa Q smootti transition to 
ttie computerization of your smoR business. You wiM be surprised to 

ieorn Just lH}w easy I VIA bel Gonwuters ore 0 rnust in ttiese times of 
fierce competttioa 

AR dosses ore l)eld in our computer education center at 
the Westiond iocoMoa We ore proud of our new facility which win 
enable every student to have hands-on experience with computers. 
Wto do limit our class size^ so caH early to registec 595-3171. 

IT'S JUST THAT EASTt 



MS4 



BASkC BITS BVTE5 



Store Noun: Mort-Sof. 10-7 • Closed Surnkiy • Video Locations: Mion.-Sot. 10-8 

CAHTON WESTIAND UVOMA UNCOLN PARK EAST DETROIT Mt.CIB«B<S 

590eShMonM. 348l5rMRd. 19688 MUdMMt Rd. 3819FortSI. 2220SKtlyRd. 33139 GraM 

Comon. li 48187 WMMIi48ie5 Umta. M 481S2 Uncom PorK. Mi 48146 EosTDttro*. Ml 48021 Ml. Ctamm Mi 48043 

459>4340 895-3171 47e-S7T7 3>l-5877iy 445-2983^^ 792-0710^J 
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Michigan Atari Computer Enthusiasts 
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Southfield^ Michigan 48037 
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